
Prepared for distribution at the 
57TH ANNUAL IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
INSTITUTE 
New York City and Live Webcast, December 4–5, 2024 
 
CONTENTS: 
 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE ......................................................................... 11 
 
FACULTY BIOS ...................................................................................... 23 
 
1. Austin T. Fragomen, Jr. and Howard W. Gordon,  

Immigration in Election Year 2024: Is What’s Past  
Prologue? (September 23, 2024) ................................................... 51 

Submitted by: 
Austin T. Fragomen, Jr. 
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen and Lowey, LLP 

 
2. United States Department of Homeland Security,  

Citizenship and Immigration Services Ombudsman,  
Annual Report 2024 (June 28, 2024) .............................................. 65 

Submitted by: 
Alexis S. Axelrad 
Barst & Mukamal LLP 

 
3. United States Department of Homeland Security,  

Citizenship and Immigration Services Ombudsman,  
Annual Report 2024, Executive Summary (June 28, 2024) ......... 167 

Submitted by: 
Alexis S. Axelrad 
Barst & Mukamal LLP 

 
4. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, H-1B  

Electronic Registration Process (August 5, 2024) ........................ 179 
Submitted by: 
Alexis S. Axelrad 
Barst & Mukamal LLP 

 
  

5

© Practising Law Institute



5. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Historical 
Processing Times Trends, Fiscal Year 2016–2024  
(March 5, 2024) ............................................................................. 189 

Submitted by: 
Alexis S. Axelrad 
Barst & Mukamal LLP 

 
6. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Historical National 

Median Processing Time (in Months) for All USCIS Offices for 
Select Forms by Fiscal Year, Fiscal Year 2019 to 2024  
(Updated August 31, 2024) ........................................................... 195 

Submitted by: 
Alexis S. Axelrad 
Barst & Mukamal LLP 

 
7. AILA Policy Brief: Breaking Down Walls—The Status of  

AILA’s Customer Service Recommendations  
(April 25, 2024) ............................................................................. 207 

Submitted by: 
Alexis S. Axelrad 
Barst & Mukamal LLP 

 
8. Secrets of Consular Practice Revealed  

(September 2024) ......................................................................... 215 
Steven D. Heller 
Heller Immigration Law, Ltd. 

 
9. Department of State Revises Guidelines for Consular 

Consideration of Requests for INA 212(d)(3)(a)  
Nonimmigrant Visa Waiver Relief ................................................. 231 

Stephen R. Pattison 
Hunton Andrews Kurth 

 
10. INA Section 214(b) Visa Denials—Not Just  

Immigrant Intent ............................................................................ 237 
Stephen R. Pattison 
Hunton Andrews Kurth 

 
11. PERM and the Disappearing Office (May 2023) ........................... 241 

Vincent W. Lau 
Clark Lau LLC 

 
  

6

© Practising Law Institute



12. Settlement Agreement Between Apple Inc. and the  
United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, 
Immigrant and Employee Rights Section (“IER”)  
(November 2023), available at: 
https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-11/ier-
apple_settlement_agreement_signed_2023-11-
08_fully_executed.pdf ................................................................... 251 

Submitted by: 
Matthew S. Dunn 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 
Marketa Lindt 
Sidley Austin LLP 

 
13. Complaint, United States of America v. Space  

Exploration Technologies Corp. d/b/a SpaceX  
(August 23, 2023) available at: 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/file/1311656/dl?inline ....................... 261 

Submitted by: 
Matthew S. Dunn 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 
Marketa Lindt 
Sidley Austin LLP 

 
14. Ethical Representation in Your Humanitarian Case ..................... 277 

Cyrus D. Mehta 
Cyrus D. Mehta & Partners PLLC 
Joanna Mexicano Furmanska  
Senior Attorney 
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) 

 
15. AILA Ethics Committee Recommends Eliminating the Bar 

Complaint Requirement under Matter of Lozada,  
Urges Flexible Approach as Interim Measure  
(April 23, 2024) ............................................................................. 291 

Submitted by: 
Cyrus D. Mehta 
Cyrus D. Mehta & Partners PLLC 

 
  

7

© Practising Law Institute

https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-11/ier-apple_settlement_agreement_signed_2023-11-08_fully_executed.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-11/ier-apple_settlement_agreement_signed_2023-11-08_fully_executed.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/d9/2023-11/ier-apple_settlement_agreement_signed_2023-11-08_fully_executed.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/opa/file/1311656/dl?inline


16. Cyrus D. Mehta, et al., Immigration Challenges  
Faced by Beneficiaries from Countries with Backlog  
and Retrogression Issues ............................................................. 333 

Submitted by: 
Cyrus D. Mehta 
Cyrus D. Mehta & Partners PLLC 

 
17. References for SIJS Practitioners  

(Updated September 2024) .......................................................... 351 
Cristina Romero 
The Legal Aid Society 

 
18. Guardianship & SIJS Filing Checklist  

(Updated September 2024) .......................................................... 359 
Cristina Romero 
The Legal Aid Society 

 
19. Adjustment of Status, Consular Processing,  

and Waivers of Inadmissibility (September 2024) ........................ 371 
Ally Bolour 
Bolour/Carl Immigration Group, APC 

 
20. Citizenship by Derivation and Acquisition for Children 

(September 2022) ......................................................................... 379 
Anastasia Tonello 
UB Greensfelder LLP 

 
21. National Immigration Project, Practice Advisory:  

Biden’s Asylum Ban (May 26, 2023) ............................................. 399 
Victoria Neilson 
National Immigration Project 

 
22. National Immigration Project, Practice Advisory:  

Navigating Family-Based Claims Following Matter of  
M-R-M-S- (December 21, 2023) ................................................... 413 

Victoria Neilson 
National Immigration Project  

 
23. National Immigration Project, Practice Advisory:  

A Guide to Obtaining Release from Immigration  
Detention (May 28, 2024) ............................................................. 429 

Submitted by: 
Victoria Neilson 
National Immigration Project  

8

© Practising Law Institute



24. National Immigration Project, Comparison Chart:  
Changes to Asylum Eligibility Under the Biden  
Administration (October 1, 2024) .................................................. 529 

Victoria Neilson 
National Immigration Project  

 
25. Deportation Defense, Practical Strategies, and the  

Impact of Criminal Convictions (September 2024) ....................... 541 
Lauren Anselowitz 
Harlan York & Associates 

 
26. Practical Tips for Presenting an Asylum Case in  

Immigration Court (Updated September 2024) ............................. 553 
Paul Wickham Schmidt (Retired) 
U.S. Immigration Judge 

 
27. Supreme Court Immigration Cases: October 2023 and  

2024 Terms (October 2024) .......................................................... 561 
Lucas Guttentag 
Stanford Law School; Yale Law School 
Ira J. Kurzban 
Kurzban Kurzban Tetzeli & Pratt, P.A. 

 
INDEX ................................................................................................... 577 
 
Senior Pro Bono Program Attorney: Ilizabeth Hempstead 

9

© Practising Law Institute



 

 

10

© Practising Law Institute




